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V HEN friſt I (aw 
Mr. Collier's Pettors 
mafic upon the It- 

regularities of the Seage (iri which 

amongſt the teſt of the Geaele- 
men , he's pleasd to afford me 
ſome particular Favours ) , £ 
was far from dehigning to trouble 
cither my (elf or thee Town with 
a — + &rutly ; | thought his 
CEL me for Itimo- 
hancnels were 
much Miſtake, 
every one oe ain had had che 


carioſtty to fee tie Plays , of on 
A 3 this 


(2) 
this Occaſion ſhould rake the trou- 
ble to read 'em) would eaſily diſ- 
cover the Root of the Invective, 
and that 'rwas the Quarrel of his 
Gown, and not of his God, that 
made him rake Arms againſt me. 

[ found the Opinion of my 
Friends and Acquaintance the 
ſame, (ar leaſt they told me (o) 
and the Righteous as well as the 
Unrighteous perſuaded me, The 
Arrack was fo weak, the Town 
wou'd defend it ſelf ; Thar the 
General's Head was too hor for 
his Conduct to be wiſe; his Shot 
roo much at Random ever to 
make a Breach ; and that the 
Siege wou'd be raiſed , without 
my taking the Field. 

| calily believd, what my La- 
zinels made me wiſh ; bur I have 
lince found, That by the Induſtry 
of ſome People, whoſe Temporal 
Intereſt engages 'em in the Squab- 
ble; 


CY] 


ble; and the Natural Propenſfiry 
of others, to be fond of any thing 
that's Abuſive ; this Lampoon has 
got Credit enough in ſome Places 
ro brand the Perſons it mentions 
with almoſt as bad a Character, 
as the Author of it has fixt upon 
himſelf, by his Life and Conver- 
{ation in the World. 

 chink 'tis therefore now a thing 
no farther to be laught ar. Should 
| wholly fic ſtill, choſe People 
who are ſo much miſtaken to 
think I have been buſy to encou- 
rage Immoraliry , may double 
their Miſtake, and fancy I protel; 
it : [ will therefore endeavour, in 
a very few Pages to convince the 
World, I have brought nothing 
upon the Stage, that proves me 
more an Atheiſt chan a Bigor. 

I may be blind in what relates 
to m (ae ; tis more than polh- 
ble, £ moſt People are ſo : Bur 
A 4 it 


(4) 


if 1 judge right, what I have done 
is in general a Diſcouragement to 
Vice and Folly ; I am lure I in- 
tended it, and I hope I have per- 
formed it, ws 2 have oo 
gone the common Road, nor ob- 
erved the ſtricteſt Preſcriptions : 
Bur I believe thoſe who know this 
Town, will agree, "That theRules 
ot a College of Divines will in 
an Infinity of Caſes, fall as ſhorr 
of the Diſorders of the Mind, as 
thoſe of the Phyſicians do in the 
Diſcaſes of the Body; and 1 think 
a man may vary from 'em both, 
without being a Quack in cither, 
The real Query is , Whether 
the Way I have varied, be likely 
ro have a good Effect, or a bad 
one ? Thar's the true Stare of the 
Caſe; which if I am caſt in, I 
don't queſtion however to gain at 
leaſt thus much of my Caule , 
That it ſhall be allow'd I aim'd - 
© 


(5) 


the Mark, whether I hit it or nor. 
This, if it wont vindicate my 
Senſe, will juſtity my Morals, 
and ſhew the World, Thaez this 
Honeſt Gentleman , in ſtrerchin 
his Malice,and curtailing his Cha- 
rity , has playd a Part which 
wou'd have much better become 
a Licentious Poet , than a Reve- 
rend Divine. 

Tho' I reſolve to uſe very few 
Words, I would willingly obſerve 
ſome Method , were it poſſible ; 
that the World, who is the Judge, 
might ſum up the Evidence the 
ealier, and bring the Right and 
Wrong into folks ( and by 
conſequence the clearer ) View : 
Bur his Play is fo wild, I muſt be 
content totake the Ball as ir comes, 
and return it if I can ; which whe- 
ther I always do or nor, however, 
I believe will prove no great mat- 
ter, ſince I hope 'rwill appear, 


where 


(6) 
where he gives me the Reſt, he 
makes but a wide Chace : His moſt 
chrearning Strokes end in nothin 
at all ; when he Cuts, he's under 
Line z when he Forces, he's up in 
the Nets. Burt to leave Tennis, 
and come to the Matter. 


The Firſt Chapter in his Book 
's upon the Immodeſty of the 
Stage z where he tells you how va- 
luable a Qualification Modeſty is 
in a Woman : For my part Iam 
wholly of his mind ; I think *ris 
almoſt as valuable in a Woman 
as in a Clergyman; and had I 
the ruling of te Roaſt , the one 
ſhou'd neither have a Husband, 
nor the tother a Benefhce without 
rt, If chis Declaration won't ſerve 
to ſhew I'm a Friend tot, let us 
ſee what Proof this Gentleman 
can give of the contrary. 


I don't 


E773 


I don't hnd him over-ſtock'd 
with Quotations in this Chapter : 
He's torcd, rather than ſay no- 


thing, to fall upon poor Miſs Hoy-P. x0. 


den. He does not come to Par- 
ticulars, but only mentions her 
with others, for an immodeſt Cha- 
raſter. What kind of Immodc- 
ſty he means, I cant tell : Burl 
ſuppoſe he means Lewdneſs, be- 
caule he generally means wrong. 
For my part, I know of no Baw- 
dy ſhe talks : If the Strength of 
his Imagination gives any of her 
Diſcourk: char Turn, I ſuppole ic 
may be owing to the Number of 
Bawdy Plays he has read, which 
have debauch'd his Taſte , and 
made every thing ſeem Salt, char 
comes in his way. 

He has but one Quotation more 


in this long Chapter, that | amp, ;;. 


concern'd in : And there he points 
at the Provokd Wife, as if there 


were 


® = D—_—_—— — — F 
+» Chas Cn bw 


(8) 
were ſomething in the 41ſt Page 
of chat Play , to diſcountenance 
Modeſty in Women. But ſince 
he did not think fit to acquaint the 
Reader what it was, I will. 


Lady Brute and Bellinda ſpeak- 
ing the Smuttinels of ſome 
Plays, Bellmda lays, 

Why don't ſome Reformer or other 
beat the Poet for it ? 

L. B. Becauſe be is not ſo fart of 
our Private ion , as of onr 
Publick Thanks : Well, ſure there is 
not upon Earth jo impertinent a T bing 
as Womens Modeſty. 

B. es, Mens ry that obli- 

Les us tout: quit 0ur Mode- 
fs, hy ore yo 
and yet they know T hat very Modeſty 
is AﬀeBlation, and rail at onr Hypo- 
nh; 


Now 
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Now which way this Gentle- 
man will extract any thing from 
hence, to the Diſcouragement of 
Modeſty, is beyond my Chymi- 
ſtry : "Tis plainly and directly the 
contrary, Here are two Women 
( notover Virtuous, as their whole 
Character ſhews), who being 
alane, and upon the rallying Pin, 
let fall a Word berween Jeft and 
Earneſt, as if now and then they 
tound cheraſelves cramp'd by their 
Modeſty. But left this ſhou'd 
polbbly be miſtaken by ſome pare 
of the Audience , leſs apprehen- 
ſive of Right and Wrong than the 
reſt, they are put. ig mind at the 
lame laſtant, That ( with the 
Meg ) if they quittheir Modeſty, 
they loſe their Charms wy Now L 
thoughs. 'wwas impaſbble ro pur 
the op mind of any thing 
raore- likely to. make eo pre» 
ſerve is. L haye. nothing _ 
ai 


( 10 ) 
laid to my Charge in the Firſt 
Chapter. 


The Second is entituled , The 
Prophaneneſs of the Stage 3 which 
he ranges under Two Heads. 


T heir Curſing and Swearing. And 
Their Abuſe of Religion and the 
Holy Scriptures. 


As to Swearing, I agree with 
him in what he ſays of it in gene- 
ral, That tis contrary both to Re- 
ligion and Good Manners, eſpe- 
cially before Women : Bur I ſay, 
what he calls Swearing in the Play- 
houſe, ( at leaſt where I have to 
an{wer for it) is a Breach upon 
neither. 

And here I muſt defire the Rea- 
der to obſerve, His Accuſations 
againſt me run almoſt always in 
general Terms , he ſcarce ever 
comes 


(un) 
comesto Particulars : I hope 'ewill 
be allow'd a good ſign on my 
ſide, that it always falls ro my 
turn ro quote the thing at length 
in my Defence, which he huddles 
rogether in my Charge. What 
follows will be an Inſtance of ir. 
He ſays in the 57th Page, 
( where the Buſineſs of Swearin 
is upon the Tapis ) with a greac 
deal of Honelty and Charity, 
That in this relpe&t the Relapſe 
and the Provokd Wife are particu- 
larly rampant and ſcandalous. 
Wou'd not any body imagine 
from hence, that the Oarhs that 
were uled there, were no lefs than 
thole of a Loſing Bully at Bag- 
gammon , or a Bilkd Hackney- 
Coachman? Yer after all, the 
ſtretch of the Prophanenels lies in 
Lord Foppmgtons Gad, and Mils 
Hoyden's I-Cod. This is all this 
Gentleman's Zeal is in ſuch a Fer- 
ment abour. Now 


(12) 

Now whether ſuch Words are 
entirely juſtihable or not , there's 
this at leaſt to be ſaid for 'em ; 
Thar People of the Niceſt Rank 
both in their Religion and their 
Manners throughout Chriſtendont 
ule 'em. 

In France you meet with Par 
Die, Par Bleu, Ma Foy, &e. in the 
conſtant Converſation of the La- 
dies and the Clergy, I mean thoſe 
who are Religious even up to Bi- 
gotry ir ſelt; and accordingly we 
lce they are always allow'd intheir 
Plays: And in England, we meet 
with an Infmity of People, Clergy 
as well as Laity, and of che beft 
Lives and Converlations, whoute 
the Words Þ-gad, I-faith, Codsfiſh, 
Cot's my Life , and many more , 
which all lye hable ro che ſame 
Objection, 

Now whether they are right or 
wrong in doing it, I think ar leaft 
their 


(13) 


their Example is Authority enough 
for the Stage ; and ſhou'd have 
been enough to have kept (o good 
a Chriſtian as Mr. Collier trom 
loading his Neighbour with fo 
foul a Charge as Blaſphemy and 
Prophanenels, unlels he had 
been better provided to make it 
good, 
The next thing he takes to task 
in this Chapter, 1s the Abuſe of 
Religion and Holy Scripture. 
Now here I think he ſhou'd firft 
clearly have prov'd, Thatno Story, 
Phraſe, or Expreſſion whatloever 
in the Seripture , whether in the 
Divine, Moral, or Hiſtorical parc 
of it, ſhou'd be either repeated, 
or ſo much as alluded ro, upon 
the Stage, ro how uſeful an End 
loever 1t might be applied: This 
I ſay he ſhou'd have firſt pur paſt 
a diſpute, before he fell upon me 
for an Abuſer of the Holy Scri- 
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prure ; for unleſs that be to abuſe 
ir, I am innocent. 

The Scripture is made up of 
Hiſtory, Prophecy, and Precept ; 
which are things in their Nature 
capable of no other PR 
than whart calls in queſtion either 
their Reality or their Senſe: Now 
if any Alluſtion I have made, be 
found even ro glance at cither of 
chem, I ſhall be ready to ask Par- 
don both of God 1 che Church. 

Bur to the Trial. 
The firſt Accuſation lies ' upon 
the Provokd Wife , where Rafe is | 


| highly blam'd by Mr. Colker; for, 


in the 77th Page, pleading the 
ſame Excuſe to an untoward 
Prank he had newly play'd, which 
Adam did heretofore upon a more 
unfortunate Occaſion: That Wo- 
man baving tempted him, the wy 
overcame 1m. How the Scri 


15 affronted by this, I cant ll 


here's 
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here's nothing that reflects upon 
the Truth of the Story : It may 
indeed put the Audience in mind 
of their Forefather's Crime, and 
his Folly, which in my Opinion, 
like Gunpowder-Treaſon, ought ne- 
ver to be forgot. 


The Line in Ra/or's Confeſſion, Pro. W. 
which Mr. Collier s Modeſty ries ©: 7% 


him from repeating, makes the 
Cloſe of this Sentence : And if my 
Prayers were to be heard, her puniſh- 
ment for fo doing ſhou'd be like the 
Serpent s of old , ſhe {por lye upon 
her face all the days of ber life. 

All I ſhall fay to this, is, That 
an Obſcene Thought mult be bu- 
ried deep indeed, it he dont ſmell 
ir out ; and that I hnd he has a 
much greater Veneration tor the 
Serpent than I have, who (hall al- 
ways make a very great diſtinCti- 
on between my Relpects to God 
and the Devil. 

B 2 He 


(16) 
He runs a Muck art all. The 

P.78. next he launces at is my Lord Fop- 
pington. And here hes as angry art 

me for being for Religion, as be- 

fore for being againſt it, ( which 
thews you the Man's relolv'd to 
quarrel with me) : For I think his 
Lord{hip's Words which he quotes 

abour St. James s Church, are be- 

yond all diſpute on the Miniſter's 

fide, though not on his Congre- 
gation's : The Indecencies of the 

| Place, the Levity of the Women, 
and the unſcaſonable Gallantry of 
Relapſe, the Men, are exposd in the very 

| P-23-33- Lines this Gentleman is picasd to 
uote for their Prophaneneſs. For 

Crnk my Lord Foppington is not 
'N luppos'd to ſpeak what he does to 
| a Religious End, yet 'tis ſo or- 


dered, "that his manner of ſpeak- 


[ ing it , together with the Cha- 
| racter he reprelents , plainly and 
| obviouſly inſtructs the Audience 
( even 
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( even to the meaneſt Capacity ) 
that what he ſays of his Church- 
Behaviour, is defign'd for their 
Contempr, and not for their [mi- 
tration: : This is ſo notorious, thar 
no School-boy cou'd miſtake ir : 
| therefore hope thoſe who obſerve 
this Man of Reformartion is capa- 
ble of giving ſo good an Inten- 
tion ſo pernicious a Turn, will 
conclude , when he fat down to 
write upon the Prophaneneſs of 
the Poets, he had nothing leſs in 
his Head, than to refine the Mo- 
rals of the Age. 

From the Elder Brother he falls 
upon the Younger ; I ſuppole, be- 
cauſe he rakes me to be his Friend, 
for I find no other reaſon for his 
Quarrel : He accuſes him for afſu- 
ring his Man Lory, that he has 
kick'd his Conſcience down Stairs; 
and he obſerves, he ſays, by the 
way, that this Looſe Young Gen» 

oh B 3 tleman 
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tleman is the Author s Favourite. 
Now the Author oblerves by the 
way, That he's always obſerving 
wrong ; for he has.no other proof 
ot his being his Favourite, than 
that he has helpd him to a Wite, 
who's likely ro make his Hearr 
ake : Burt I ſuppole Mr. Colber is 
of Opinion, = Gold can never 
be bought too dear, 

Relapſe, The next Flirt is at Worthy and 

P51» Berinthiaz and here he tells you 
Two Characters of Figure derer- 
mine the Point in Defence of 
Pimping. I can pardon his Mi- 
ſtake in the buſinels of Pumping, 
becauſe I charitably believe the 
Univerſity may have been the only 
Place he has had any Experience 
of it in, and there 'tis not mana- 
ged indeed by People of any ex- 
trraordinary Figure : But he may 
be inform'd it he pleaſes, chat in 
this Rightcous Town the Profel- 

ſon 
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ſion ſoars ſomewhat higher, and 
that ( our of my Lack 
Liberties ) there are ſuch thin: gs as 
Worthy and Bermthia to be found. 
[ brought 'em upon the Stage ro 
ſhew the World how much the 
Trade was improv d ; but this 
Gentleman I hind wont take my 
Word fort. 

Nurſe is to have the nex. Kick 
o the Breech, and tis for being 
roo Prophane. Bur that's lefr for 


me to quote again : For his parr, 


all he repears trom her is, That Relapſe, 
his Worſhip ( youny Faſhion ) over- Þ- 9% 
flows with his Mercy and his Bounty : 


He is not only pleas d to foreive Ks 
our Sins, but which is more than all, 
has prevail d with me to become the 
Wife of thy thy Boſ om. 

This he on is dull : Why lo 
tis; and (o is he, for hicking Ne 
worth his finding faule with, un- 
leſs it had been ſpoke by frone: 
B 4 body 
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body elſe than aNurſe,andto ſome- 
body elſe than Mr. Bull. Bur the 
Prophane Stuff he ſays F per 
ir, Ill acquaint the Reader with. 
She lays ( ſpeaking to the Chap- 
lain ) Roger, fre not you 4 wicked 
man, Roger, to ſet your ſtrength 
azainſt a weak, Woman, and perſuade 
her it was no Sin to conceal Miſs s 
Nuptials * My Conſcience flies m my 
face for t, thou Prieſt of Baal ; and 
I find by woful Experience , thy Ab- 
ſolution is not worth an old Caſſock, 
The Reader may here be pleas d 
to take notice what this Genele- 
man would conſter Prophane- 
neſs, if he were once in the Sad- 
dle with a good Pair of Spurs up- 
on his Heels, [| have all manner 
of Reſpect for the Clergy , bur I 
{hou'd be very ſorry to ſeerhe Day, 
that a Nurſe's cracking a Jelt up- 
on a Chaplain ( where it has no 
Ailuſion to Religion ) ſhou'd be 
a Y | broughe 
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brought within the Verge of Pro- 
phanenels : But the next Chapter, 
about the Abuſe of the Clergy, 
will give occaſion for ſome more 
Remarks of this kind. 

Amanda comes next, I thought 
ſhe might have ſcap'd, but ir 
ſeems with all her Vertue , ſhe 
charges the Bible with Untruchs, 
and ſays, 

Good Gods, what ſlippery ſtuff are 


men compos d of ! ſure the Account 
of their Creation's falſe, and 'twas 
the Womans Rib that they were 
form'd of. 

I'm forry the Gentleman who 
writ this Speech of Amanda's, is not 
here to detend himſelf; bur he be- 
ing gone away with the Czar, who 
has made him Poet Laureat of 
Muſcovy, I can do no lels for-the 
Favour he intended me, than to 
lay this in his Juſtification. That 
to my knowledge he has roo much 


Venc- 


*» 

Veneration for the Bible, to in- 
rend this a charge upon the Truth 
of it; and thar it appears very 
plain to me, Amanda intended no 
more to call it in queſtion by thoſe 
words, than Mr. Colliers Wite 
might be luppos'd to do, if from 
ſome Obſervations upon his Book, 
ſhe ſhou'd ſay, Sure tis a miſtake 
m the New Teſtament, that the fruts 
of the Spirit are, Modeſty, Tempe- 
rance , Juſtice , Meckneſs, Charity, 
&c. for my Jeremy # a ſpiritual 
Perſon , yet has not One of theſe 
marks about him. 

Worthy follows : And I am 
threarned with no leſs than Ecer- 
nal Damnation, for making him 
lay to his Procucch (when ſhe had 
_ ro do what he'd have 

er ) Thou Angel of Light, let me 
fall down and þ, al thee. "Bur I am 
not commended for the Anſwer 
ſhe makes him, to put chEAudi- 
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ence in mind, ſhe was not ſup- 
pos d to deſerve that Compli- 
ment, 7 how Minſter of Darkneſs Relapſe, 
get up 42408, for I hate to ſee the: 9" 
Devil at bis Devotions. It Mr: Col- 
lier had quoted this roo, he had 
wen a better Character of! me, 
and I think of himlſelt. 

A Page or two farther, he has 
a ſnap, as he goes by, ar the Pro- 
vok d Wife. And here he's ar foul Prov. 
play again. He accules Lady , ww 
Brute tor ſetting down as a Pre-* 
cept, that the Part of a Wite, is 
to Cuckold her Husband; w here- 
as her words are thele, Iu ſhort, 
Bellinda, he has us d me ſo barba- 
rouſly of late, I cou'd almoſt reſolve 
to play the downright Wife, and 
Cuckold him. 

This indeed is ſaying, Wives 
do Cuckold their Husbands (1 
ask the Ladies Pardons tor Lying): 
Bur 'tis not ſaying they ſhou'd do 


fo * 


(24) 
ſo : I hope Mr. Collier will ask 
mine. 

Lady Brute in her next Reply 
to Bellinda, ſays, what I own ar 
frſt view ſeems much more liable 
ro exception. Yet leaſt the Audi- 
ence ſhou'd miſtake her Raillery 
for her ſerious Opinion, there is 
care taken immediately to inform 
'em otherwiſe by making her re- 
primand her felt in theſe words to 
Bellinda. But I ſhall play the fool 


and jeſt on , till 1 make you begin to 
think I am in earneſt. 

Here, methinks, he ſhou'd have 
commended me for my Caution. 
But he was furly, and wou'd 
nor. 

Young Faſhion is next accusd 
for ſaying to Lory (when he had 
a —__ of getting Miſs Hoyden) 
Providence, thou ſeeſt at laſt, takes 


care of men of Merit. 


This 
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This ſurely is a very 
Charge, and a Critick xS \1o 


reducd to ſhort Commons to 
chop at it. Every body knows 
the word Providence in OO 
Diſcourſe goes for Fortune, If ic 
be anſwerd, Let it go for what 
it will, it is in ſtriftneſs God Al- 
mighty ; I anſwer again, Thar it 
you go to ſtriftnels Fortune is 
God Almighty as nnch as Provi- 
dence, and yet no One ever 
chought | ic Blaſphemy to ſay, For- 
rune's blind, or Fortune favours 
Fools : And the reaſon why it is 
not choughr ſo, is becauſe 'ris 
known it 15 not meant fo. 
Bermthia comes again , and is 
blam'd for teiling Amanda, Worthy 
had taken her to pieces like a 
Text, and preach' upon every 
part of her; "This is call d a ——_ 
and Prophane Allegory. I con- 
feſs it has at a glance, the appear- 


ance 
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ance of fomewhar which it is not, 
and chat merhinks Mr.Coltier mighe 
have been concene to have charg d 
i with ; but he always takes care 
ro ſtretch that way that becomes 
him leaſt, and fo is fure-ro be m 
the wrong himſelt , whether I am 
lo or nor. 

Neither the Woman in general, 
nor any particular part about her, 
is likend to the Text; The $i- 
mile lies berween the Manner of a 
Miniſter's uſing his Text, and 
Worthy s Flouriſhing upon his Mi- 
ſtrels; So that the Prophanation's 
got in the wrong place here again. 
Bur ſuppoſing the Miniſter to be 
as Mr. Collier wou d have him , as 
lacred a thing as his Text, there's 
nothing here that Burleſques him 
'Tis a Simile indeed, bur a very 
inoftenſive one, for it abuſes no- 
body; and as to the Lewdnels 
on't, I refer my felt ro the Reader 

here 


(27) 
here again , whether this Gentle- 
man does not give us another In- 
ſtance of his having a very quick 
Noſe, when ſome certain things 
are in the Wind. I believe, had 
the Obſcenity he has routed up 
here, been buried as deep in his 
Church-yard, the Yareſt Boar in 
his Parith wou'd hardly have toſt 
up his Snout at it. 

Berinthia's Cloſe of her Speech, 
Now conſider of what has been ſaid, 
and Heaven give you grace to put it 
in prattice, brings up the Rear of 
the Attack in this Chapter. Theſe 
I own are words often usd art the 
cloſe of a Sermon , and theretore 

haps might as well have been 
ner” here. A known Pulpit» 
Expreſhon ſounds loole u the 
Scage, though nothing is really at- 
fronted by it ; for that I think in 
this Caſe is very plain, to any bo- 
dy that mathe. who u is that 

| ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks theſe words, and her man- 
ner of doing it. There's nothing 
ſerious in't, as if ſhe wou'd per- 
{wade cither Amanda or the Audi- 
ence that Heaven approv d what 
ſhe was doing : "Tis only a looſe 
Expreſſion, Pcable to the Chara- 
Qer ſhe repreſents, which, through- 
out the Play, fufhciently ſhews, 
ſhe's brought upon the Stage to 
Ridicule ſomething thats off 
on r. 

Theſe three or tour laſt Quo» 
rations Mr. Collier lays are downs» 
right Blaſphemy, and within che 
Law. I hope the Reader will 
perceive he ſays wrong, 

The next Chapter is upon the 
Abuſe of the Clergy : And here 
we are come to the Spring of the 
Quarrel. I believe whoever reads 
Mr. Collier, need rake very little 

ins to find out, that in all pro- 

ility, had the Poets never dif- 


cover d 
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coverd a Rent in the Gown, he 
had done by Religion, as [ do by 
my Brethren, left it to hike for ic 
ſelf. 

In ſtarting this Point, he opens 
2 large Field for an Ady erlary to 
Rove in, he unbars the Gate of 
the Town, forgetting the Weak- 
nels of the Garriſon ; were l the 
Governor ont, [' commend 
him for his Courage, much more 
than tor his Prudence. 

I once thought to have ſaid a 
grear deat upon this Occation 
But I have chang d my mind, and 
will trouble the Reader wich no 
more than I think is necellary to 
clear my felt trom the Charge ot 
Ridiculing the Function of a Cler- 
gyman. 

| am as fully convinc'd, as the 
molt Pious Divine, or the molt 
Rehn'd Politician can with me , 
how neceſlary the Practice of all 
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Moral Verrues is to our Happineſs 
in this World, as well as to that 
of another. And this Opinion has 
its natural Conſequence with me, 
which is, to give me a regard to 
every Inſtrument of their Promo- 
tion. 

The Inſticution of the Clergy, 
I own to be both in the Intention 
and Capacity the moſt cfteftual of 
all ; I have therefore for the Fun- 
&tion all imaginable Deference , 
and wou'd do all chings to fu 
port it in fuch a kind of Credit, as 
will render it moſt foruaidable i in 
the execution of its Deſign. Bur 
m this Mr. Colher and I, I doubr, 
are not hike to agree. 

He is of Opimon, That Riches 
and Plenty, I itle, State and Do- 
minion , give a Majeſty co Pre- 
cept, and cry Place tor it where- 
ever it comes; That Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles ook the thing by the 
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wrong Handle ; and chat the Pope 
and his Cardinals have much rehn'd 
upon em in the Policy of Inſtru- 
&tion. Thar ſhoud a Vicar, like 
Se. John, teed on Locuſts and 
Wild Honey, his Pariſh wou'd 
think he had too ill a caſte tor 
himlelt, to cater for them; and 
that a Biſhop, who, like St. Paul, 
ſhou'd decline Temporal Domi- 
nion, wou'd ſhew himſelt ſuch an 
Als, his Advice wou'd go for no- 
thing. 

This I had is Mr. Collker s Opl- 
nion; and if ever I take Orders, 
I won't (wear it ſhant be mine : 
Buc chen I fear I ſhall continue in 
my Herely ; Three Articles ot 
which are thelc : 


1. Thar the Shepherd, who has 
leaſt Bulinels at home in his 
Houſe, is likely to take the 


moſt care of his Flock. 
C 2 2. Thar 
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2. Thar he who finds fault with 
the Sauce he greedily ſops his 
bread in, gives very good 
cauſe to ſuſpet hed fain 
keep it all ro himſelt. 

2. Thar he who is ſtrict in the 
Performance of his Duty, 
needs no Other help, to be 
reſpected in his ON. 


Theſe Pills, I own, are as bitter 
ro the Fleſh, as they are agreeable 
ro the Spirit; but che Phyſick's 
ſound, and the Preſcription is fo 
neceſlary, that when nothing elle 
will perluade ſome people to (wal- 
low _ | think Fi _ amils, 
they ſhou'd be forc'd down by the 
Stage. If any Poet has gone far- 
ther, let him anſwer for't ; I'll en- 
deavour to ſhow I have nor. 
And firft I'm to anſwer for Sir John 
Brute's purting on a Gown to A- 
buſe the Clergy. 

It 
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If a Sir John Brute off the Stage 
ſhou'd pur on a Gown in his Cups, 
and pals his Lewdneſs upon the 
World, tor the Extravegances of a 
Churchman ; This, I own, wou d 
be an Abuſe and a Prejudice tO 
the Clergy. Bur to expole this 
very Man upon the Stage, for 
putting this Aﬀrone upon the 
Gown ; to put the Audience in 
mind, that there were Laymen fo 
wicked, they car'd not what they 
did ro bring Religion in Con- 
tempt, and were therefore always 
ready eu throw dirt upon the Pi- 
lots of it : 

This I believe no body bur a 
Man of Mr.Coller s heat,could have 
miſtaken lo much,ro quote it un- 
der the head, of the Clergy abusd 
by the Stage. Bur Men thar ride 
Poſt, with the Reins loole upon 
the Neck, mult expect co get falls. 
When he writes again, hell cake 
C 3} up 
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up perhaps, and mix a little Lead 
with his Quickhlver. 


ſ | The Juſtice does indeed drop 2 
. word which alludes to the Jolly 
\ Doings of ſome Boon Compani- 


ons in the Fenns; and it I had ler 
him drop a word or two more, I 
think I had made him a berter Ju- 
ſtice than I have. 
In the Relapſe, Mr. Collier com- 
'1 plains that his "ly" Bull withes 
'f the married Couple Joy in Lan- 
ouage fo horribly ſmurty and Pro- 
ph ane, to tranſcribe it wou'd blot 
the Paper roo much. I'm there- 
tore pur upon the old neceſſity ro 
trankcribe it for him, that the 
World may fce what this honeſt 
Gencleman woud pals upon 
them as well as mc, for Pro- 
phane, had he as long a Sword 
in his Hand as the Pope has in 


tus. 


Bull s 


(35) 


Bull's words are thele. I moſt Relapſe, 
bumbly thank your Honours ; and IF 7+ 


hope, ſince it has been my Lot to join 
you in the Holy Bands of Wedlock, 
you will ſo cultivate the Soul , which 
I have crav d a Bleſſing on, that your 
Children may ſwarm about you, like 
Bees about a Honey-comb. T hele 
are the words he calls hornbly 
Smucry and Prophane. 

The next Quarrel's about 1 
don © know what nor can lighr 
of any body cha: can cell me. He 
lays, Joung Faſhon'sdefiring Mr. Bull 
to make haſte to Sir Tunbelly; He 


anſwers him very decently, I fly bg 


my 700d Lord. Wha this Genle- P: 
= means by this Quotation, | 
can't imagine ; bur I can noe 
for r'other Gendleman , he only 
meanc hed make haſte. 

He quotes 'Two or "Three Sen- 
rences more of Bull's, which are 
juſt as Prophane as che reit : He 
C 4 COn- 
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concludes, Thar the Chaplain 
has a great deal of heavy Scufft 
upon his hands; and his chief 
(Quarrel ro me here is, That I have 
not made him a Wir. 
| ask pardon, that I cou'd ſup- 
— a Depury-Licurenant's Chap- 
ain cou'd be a Blockhead ; bur I 
thought, if there was ſuch a thing, 
he was as likely ro be mer with 
in Sir Tunbelly's Houle , as any 
where, If ever I write the Cha- 
racter of a Gentleman where a 
Chaplain like Mr. Collier is to have 
the Dire&tion of the Family , Ill 
endeavour to give him more 
Senſe, that I may qualify him for 
more Miſchief. 
He has now left laſhing me in 

— and I only have my 

are in his general Stroke upon 
all ſuch ſinful Wretches , who at- 
tack Relivion wder every from, and 
purſne the Prieſthood through all the 
Subs 
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Subdiviſions of Opinion. He lays, 
Neither Jews nor Heathens , Turks 
ns Chriſtians, Rome nor Geneva, 
Church nor Conventicle , can eſcape 
us. And we lay, Theyl1l all elcape 
us, if he can defend 'em. Priett 
or Presbyter , Pope or Calvin , 
Miuju or Brammen, Ambaſlador 
from God, or Envoy from the 
Devil, if they have bur their Cre- 
dentials from t'other World, they 
are ( with him ) all Brothers of 
the Sacred String; there's no more 
Diſcord than is neceſſary to make 
up the Harmony ; and it a Poet 
does but rouch the worlt Inſtru- 
ment they play upon , the Holy 
Conſort of Religion and Mora- 
liry, he'll cell you, is quite out of 
Tune. 

Thus violently does his Zeal 
to the Prieſthood run away with 
him : Some Clergyman, methinks, 
ſhould help to ſtop him; and | 


almoſt 
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almoſt pony my ſelf there 
will : There is ſtill in the Gown 
of the Church of England a ve 
great Number of Men , bot 
Learned, Wiſe, and Good , who 
thoroughly anderftnnd Religion, 
and truly love it : From amongſt 
theſe I flatter my felt ſome Hero 
will ſtart up, and with the naked 
Virtue of an Old Generous Ro- 
man, appear a Patriot for Religion 
indeed with a Trumpet betore 
him ockin the Secrets of the 
Cloyſter, and by diſcovering the 
Diſcaſe, guide the World to the 
Cure ont. 

He may ſhew ( if he pleaſes ), 
Thar the Con: empt of the Cler- 
gy proceeds from another kind of 
Want, than that of Power and 
Revenue : That Piery and Learn- 
ing, Charity and Humility, with 
ſo viſible a Negle& ot the Things 
of this Life , "that no one can 


doubr 
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doube their Expectations from 
another ; is the way to be believ'd 
in their Doctrine, tollow'd in their 
Precepts, and ('by a moſt intal- 
lible Conſequence ) reſpected in 

their Function. Religion is not a 
Cheat, and therefore has no need 
of Trappings : Its Beaury is in 
its Nature, and wants no Drels : 
An Ambaſlador who comes with 
Advantagious Propoſals, ſtands in 
no need of Equipage to procure 
him Reſpect. He who reaches 
Picry and Morality to the World, 
is fo great a Benefactor to Man- 
kind, he need never doube their 
Thanks, if he does not ask too 
much of their Money. Bur here's 
the Sand , where Religion runs 
aground , 'A arice and Ambition 
in its Teachers, are the Rocks on 
which 'tis daſhd ro pieces. It, 
with many weak people, brings 
the whole matter into doubt. Men 
natu- 
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naturally ſuſpe&t the Foundation 
of a Proje&t, where the Projector 
1s eager for a larger Contribution 
than they ſee is neceſſary to carry 
on the Work. Bur this Cale is fo 
plain, there needs nothing to il- 
luſtrate ic. Tis the Clergy In- 
valion into the Temporal Domi- 
nion, that has rais'd | che Alarm 
againſt 'em : It has made their 
Doetrine ſuſpe&ted , and by con- 
ſequence, their Perſons deſpis'd. 
| own I have ſometimes doubted 
whether Pharaoh with all the Hard- 
neſs of his Heart, wou'd have pur- 
ſu'd the Children of Ifracl to the 
Red Sea, as he did, it they had 
not meddled with the Riches of , 
his Subjetts at their parting ; bur / 
that Action renew'd the Doubts of 
a Faith ſo weak as his, and made 
him, in ſpight of all che Miracles 
he had feen, queſtion whether 
Moſes had his Commiſion trom 
God, 
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God. He paid indeed for his In- 
hdelity, as others may happen to 
do upon a parallel Mi ſtake, I wiſh 
none have don: already : Bur 
I'm afraid thoſe very Inſtances 
Mr. Collier gives us ot the Gran- 
deur of the Clergy, are the things 
thar have deſtroy d bock them and 
their Flocks. 

They owe their Fall co their 
Ambition ; their ſoaring fo high 
has melred cheir Wings ; in a 
word , had they never been fo 
great, they had never been {fo lit- 
cle. Bur leſt I ſhoud be miſta- 
ken, and make my felt Enemies 
of Men I am no Enemy to, | 
mult declare, my Thoughts are 
got to Rome, while | am talking 
thus of the Clergy; torthe Charge 
is in no meaſure lo heavy at home. 
The Reformation has reducd 
things to a tolerable Medium ; 
and | believe what Quarrel we 
have 
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have to our Clergy here, points 
more at the Condut of lome , 
than the Eſtabliſhment of the 
whole. I wiſh it may never go 
farther, and I believe it wont, if 
thoſe who I don't queſtion are {tl 
by much the Majority, will to fo 
good an End ( as the curbing 
their Ambitious Brethren, and re- 
forming their Lewd ones) for 
once make a League with the 
Wicked, and agree, Thar whillt 
They play their Great Artillery ar 
'em from the Pulpir, che Poets 
{hall pelc 'em with cheir SmallShort 
from the Stage. Bur ſince Mr. Col- 
her is violently bent againſt this, 
yl cell him why I am for it. And 
ris, 

Becauſe he has put me in mind, 
in the firſt Words of his Book, 
Thar the Buſineſs of Plays, to 
recommend Virtue and diſcountenance 
Vice : To ſhew the Uncertamty of 
Human 
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Human Greatneſs ; the ſudden Turns 
of Fate, and the unhappy Concluſt- 
ons of Violence and Injuſtice : That 
tis toexpoſe the Singularities of Pride 
and Fancy; to make Folly and Falſhood 
contemptible, and to bring every thing 
that 1s ill, under Infamy and Neglett. 


The next Chapter is upon the 
Encouragement ot Immorality by 
the Stage : And here Conſtant 1s 
fallen upon, for pretending to be 
a Fine Gentleman, withour living 
up to the Exact Rules of Religi- 
on. If Mr. Colher excludes every 
one from that Character , that 
does not, I doubr hell have a 
more general Quarrel ro make u 
with the Gentleme: of England, 
than 1 have with the Lords, tho 
he cells 'em | have highly affront- 
ed em. 

But I wou'd tain know after all, 
__ what Foundauon he lays o 
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poſitive a Poſition, That Conſtant 
s my Model for a Fine Gentle- 
man z and that he is broughe up- 
on the Stage for Imitation. 

He might as well fay, if I 
brought His Character upon the 
Stage, I delignd it a Model to 
the Clergy: And yer I believe 
moſt People wou'd take it rother 
way. O, bur thele kind of Fine 
Gentlemen , he ſays, are always 
proſperous in their Undertakings, 
and their Vice under no kind of 
Detection ; for in the Fitch AR 
of the Play, they are ulually re- 
warded with a Wite or a Miltrels. 
And ſuppoſe I ſhou'd reward him 
with a Biſhoprick in the Fitch Act, 
wou'd that mend his Character ? 
[ have too great a Veneration for 
the Clergy, to believe that wou'd 
make 'em follow his ſteps. And 
yer ( with all duc Reſpect to the 


Ladies) take one Amour with 
another, 
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another, the Biſhoprick may prove 
as weighty a Reward as a Wite or 
a Miſtreſs cicher. He ſays, Mr. Bull 
was abusd upon the Stage , yer 
he got a Wife and a Benehice too, 
Poor Conſtait has neither, nay, he 
has not got even his Miſtreſs. s yer, 
he had nor, at leaſt, when the 
Play was aft Add. Bur this 
honeſt Doctor , I hnd, does nor 
yer underſtand the Nature of Co- 
medy, tho' he has made it his 
Study fo long. For the Buſineſs 
of Comedy is to ſhew People 
what they ſhou'd do, by repre- 
ſenting them upon the Stage, do- 
ing what they ſhoud not. Nor 
is there any neceſſity a Philoſopher 
ſhou'd ſtand by, like an [nterpre- 
ter at a Popper-ſhow, to explain 
the Moral to the Audience : The 
Myſtery is (ſeldom ſo deep, bur 
the Pit and Boxes can dive intoit; 
and 'tis their Example our of the 

D Plays 
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Play-houſe, that chiefly influences 
the Galleries. The Stage is a 
Gla(s for the World to view it felt 
in ; People ought theretore to ſee 
themlelvesas theyare; if it makes 
their Faces too Fair, they wont 
know they are Dirty, and by con- 
ſequence will neglect to walh em: 

If therefore I have ſhew'd Conſtant 
upon the Stage , what generally 
the Thing call d a Fine Gentleman 
is off one, 1 ink | have done 
what 1 ſhou'd do. I have laid 
open his Vices as well as his Vir- 
cues : "Tis the Buſineſs of the Aus 
dience to obſerve where his Flaws 
leflen his Valuez and by conht- 
dering the Deformiry of his Ble- 
miſhes, become ſenſible how 
much a Finer Thing he woud be 
without 'em. Bur after all, Con- 
ſtant lays nothing to juſtify the 
Life. he leads, except where he's 
pleading wich Lady Brute to de- 
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bauch her ; and ſure no body will 
ſuppole him there to be ipc aking 
much of his Mind. Beſides, his 
Miſtreſs in all her Anfwers mokes 
the Audience oblerve the Fallacy 
of his Arguments. And 1 think 
Young Ladies may without much 
Penetration make this uſe of the 
Dialogue, That they are not to 
rake all tor Goſpel, Men tell 'em 
upon ſuch occaſions. 

The Provokd Wife is charg'd 
with nothing more, except Bellin- 
da tor declaring ſhe'd be giad of 
a Gallant, and Lady —_ for 
laying, / rtne's an Aſs, and a Gal- 
lant s worth forty on t. 

I need make no other Detence 
for the Ladies, than I have alrca- 
dy done for the Gentlemen, the 
Caſe being much the ſame. How- 
ever, to == how untair an Ad- 
verlary I have to deal with, I mult 
acquaint the Reader, I hat Bellin» 
ID) 2 da 
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da only ſays , If her Pride ſhou'd 
make her marry a Man ſhe hated, her 
Virtue wou d be m danger from the 
Man ſhe lovd. Now her Reflecti- 
on upon this, I take to be a uletul 
Caution both ro Mothers and 
Daughters ( who think Chaſtiry 
a Virtue ) to conhider ſomethin 
in their Matches, beſides a Page 
and a Coronet. 

Lady Brute's Words are fairly 
recited, bur wrongly apply'd : 

ir. Cobber's miſtaken ; tis not 
Virtue ſhe expoles, but her ſelf, 
when ſhe ſays em : Nor is it me 
he expoſes, bur himſelf, when he 


quotes em. 


He gives me no farther occa- 
fon to mention the Provok'd Wife, 
[1] therefore take this to make an 
Obſervation or rwo upon the Mo- 
ral of at, it being upon that ac- 
count he has call d it in queſtion, 


and 
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and endeavourd to make it pals 
for a Play that has none. 

This Play was writ many years 
ago, and when I was very young ; 
it therefore there had been lome 
{mall Flaws in the Moral, I might 
have been excusd for the Writing, 
tho' liable tro ſome Blame for the 
Publiſhing ic. Bur I hope it is 
not ſo looſe , but I may be ar- 
don'd for Both, whether Mr. Col- 
lier (ers his Seal tot or nor. 

As for Sir Jobn Brute , I think 
there are an Infinity of Husbands 
who have a very great thare of 
his Vices : Anda I think his Buſt- 
nels chroughour the Play, is a vi- 
ſible Burleſque upon his Chara- 
&ter. "Tis this Gentleman that 
gives the Spring to the reſt of the 
Adventures: And tho I own there 
1s no mighty Plot in the whole 
matter, yer what there is, tends 
to the Reformation of Manners. 
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For bchdes the hatetul Idea his 
Figure needs muſt give of his 
Character, the ill Conlequence 
of his Brutality appears in the 
Miſcarriage of his Wite : For tho 
his ill ulage of her does nor juſtify 
her Intrigue, her intriguing upon 
his ill uſage, may be a Caurion 
for ſome. 1 don't find our Wo- 
mcn in Envlan [ have much ot the 
Muſcovite Temperin' em: It youll 
make 'em think you are their 
Friend, you muſt give 'em lotter 
ſtrokes of your Kindnels ; it you 
don't, the Gallant has a dange- 
rous Plea, and (ſuch a one as, I 
doubr, hes carrid many a Caule. 
Religion, I own, ( when a Wo- 
man has it ) is a very great Bul- 
wark for her Husband's $ Security : 
And fo 1s Modeſty, and fo is Fear, 
and fo is Pride; and yer all are 
liecle enough , if the Gallant has 
a Friend n "the Garilon, I there- 
tore 
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fore think That Play has a very 
good End , which purs the Go- 
vernor in mind, let his Soldiers 
be ever lo good , tis poſſible he 
may prov oke* em w a Mutiny. 
The reſt of the Charaters, 

they have no very great g 200d. Fa 
they have very lircle aſc [ef in 
em. Lady Fanciful is ridicul d 
for her Vanity and her Aﬀectation. 
Mademoiſelle brings ro mind what 
may often be expected from a Su- 
vante of her Countrey. Heartfree 
is catch'd for his extravagant Rail- 
ing at Womankind : And Conſtant 
ives himſelf a great deal of trou- 
le, for a thing that is not worth 
his Pains. In ſhorr, they are moſt 
of 'em buly abour » hat they 
ſhou'd nor * and thoſe who 
obſerve they are fo, may take 
warning to employ their time ber- 
ret. 
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[ have nothing more to an{wer 
for in this Chapter , but making 
che Women ſpeak againſt their 
own Sex : And having the Pre- 
ſumprion to bring a Fop upon the 
Stage with the Title of a Lord. 

This is a bungling Piece of Po- 
licy, to make the Women and the 
Nobility rake up Arms in his Quar- 
rel. I'm aſham'd a Churchman 
ſhou'd ſpin his Miſchief no finer: 
The Sollicitors tro the Holy War 
had almoſt as good a Plea. Bur 
he had one Conſideration -farther 
in this: He remember'd he had 
polinively declard, Let a Clergy- 
man be guilty of what Crimes he 
wou'd, he was God's Ambaſlador, 
and therefore a Privileg'd Perſon, 
whom the Poers ought never to 
take into Cuſtody, This, upon 
ſecond thoughts, he found wou'd 
hardly go down, it he monopo- 
lizd the Privilege to them alone ; 


and 
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and (o leſt the Company ſhou'd 
bring their Charter to a Diſpure, 
he has open'd the Books for New 
Subſcriptions ; the Lords and the 
Ladies are invited to come in; the 
Genelemen, I ſuppoſe, may do fo 
roo, if they pleaſe ; and, in ſhorr, 
rather than the Committee of Re- 
ligion ſhall be expos'd tor their 
Faults, all Mankind ſhall be ad- 
mitted ro Trade in Sin as they 
pleaſe. 

Burt I dare anſwer for the Laity, 
of what Quality ſoever they may 
be, they are willing their Vices 
ſhou'd be ſcourgd upon the 
Stage z at leaſt, I never yet heard 
one of 'em declare the contrary. 
If the Clergy infift upon being 
exempted by themſelves, I believe 
they may obtain it : Bur I'm apt 
to fancy , it they protect their 
Looſe Livers from being expos'd 
in the Play-houſe, they'll hnd 'em 


grow 
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row the bolder to expoſe them- 
ſelves in the Streets. A Clergy- 
man 15 not in any Countrey ex- 
empted from the Gallows : And 
Mr. Collier has ſeen one of his 
Brethren peep through a worſe 
Place than a Garret-Window : 
Nay, (in a Reign he reckons a 
Juſt One) amble through the 

Town ar the Tayl of a Cart, 

with his Sins in Red Letters u 

his Shoulders. A Hangman ov 
jerk him; Why not a Poet ? 

Padlege tis fear'd he might give 

him . is Senſible Strokes. 

| am now come to thank the 
Gentleman for the laſt of his Fa- 
vours ; m which he is ſo generous 
to beſtow a Chaprer entire upon 
me. 

Im extremely oblig'd ro him 
for it, fince "ris more than ever he 
promisad me ; For in the Tile of 

Book, he deſigns ro Corre&t 
the 
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the Stage only for the Immorality 
and Prophanenels of it. And in- 
deed I think that was all his buſi- 
neſs with't. Bur he has ſince con- 
ſider'd better of the matter, and 
rather than quit bis hold, falls a 
Criticizing m_ Plots, Characters, 
Words, Dialogue, &c. even to 
relling us, when our fine Gentle- 
men make Love in the prevail- 
ing Strein, and when not. This 

ves us a farther view of his Stu- 
dies; bur, I think, it he kept to 
his Text, he had given us a bet- 
rer View of a Clergyman. 

It may, perhaps, be expected 
| ſhoud = 4 in A ro 
this Chapter, than to all that has 
gone before ic; the Senſe of the 
Play being attackd here, much 
more than the Moral, which chole 
who will take Mr. Collier s word 
for my Principles, muſt believe [1 
am leaſt concern'd for. Bur I ſhall 
ſarisfy 
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laticty em of the contrary , by 
leaving the Senſe to anſwer for it 
elf if it can : I'll only fay this for't 
in general ; That it looks as if a 
Play were not overloaded with 
Blunders, when fo Pains-taking a 
Corrector is reduc'd to the wretch- 
cd neceſſity of ſpending his Saryr 
upon Fire and Flames, being in 
the ſame Line; and Arms ewice in 
the ſame Speech, chough ar fix lines 
diſtance one from r'other. This 


looks as if the Critick were rather 
duller than the Poet : But when 
men fight in a Paſſion, 'tis uſual 
ro make inſignificant Thruſts ; 
moſt of his are ſo wide, they 


need no parrying 3 and thoſe thar 


hit, are ſo weak, they make no 
Wound. 

| dont pretend however to 
have obſerv'd the nicety of Rule 
in this Play ; I writ it in as much 


haſte (though not in ſo much tu- 
ry) 
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ry) as he has done his Remarks 
upon't; Tis therefore poſſible | 
may have made as many fooliſh 
Miſtakes. 

| coud however ſay a great 
deal againſt the roo exact obſer- 
vance of what's call'd the Rules of 
the Stage, and the crowding a Co- 
medy with a great deal of Intri- 
cate Plor. I believe I cou'd ſhew, 
that the chick entertainment, as 
well as the Moral , lies much 
more in the Characters and the 
Dialogue , than in the Butinels 
and the Event. And I can aflure 
Mr. Collier, if I wou'd have 
weakned the Diverhon, I cou'd 
have avoided all his Objections, 
and have been at the expence of 
much leſs pains than I have : And 
this is all the Anſwer I ſhall make 
to 'em , except what tumbles in 
my way , as I'm obſerving the 
foul play he ſhews me, in letting 
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the Relapſe in ſo w rong, 2 Lighe 
as he does, at his opening of the 
Fable ont. 

In the firſt Page of his Remarks 
upon this Play, he ſays I have 
given ita w rong Tile ; The Re- 
lapſe , or Vertue m Danger , rela- 
ting only to Loveleſs and Aman da, 
who are CharaQers of an inferice 
Conſideration ; and that the 
Younger Brother , or the Fortunate 
Cheat had been much more pro- 


per ; becauſe Noun Faſhion 1s , 
wihour competition, the principal 
Perſon in the Comedy. 

In reading this Gentleman's 
Book, I have been often art lols to 
kaow when hes playi ng thc 

a 


Knave , and when hes playing 
the Fool ; nor can I decide 
which hes at now. Bur this 
I'm ſure, Towng Faſhion is no more 
the Principal Perſon of the Play, 
than He's the belt Character in 


the 
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the Church ; nor has he any rea- 
lon to ſuppole him ſo, bur becauſe 
he brings up the Rear ot the moſt 
inſ1gnihcant part of the Play, and 
happens to be the Bridegroom in 
the cloſe on. 

I wont lay any thing here irre- 
verently of Macrimony,, becauſe 
d la Frangeiſe Bigortry runs high , 
and by all I ſee, we are in a Hair 
way to make a Sacrament on't a- 
72in, Bur this I may ſay, Thar 
[ had full as much reſpect he Young 
Faſhion, while he was a Barchellor, 
and yer I think while he was lo, 
Loveleſs had a part, that from Peo- 
ple who delire to be the berrer tor 
Plays, might draw a little more 
Attention. In ſhort; My Lord 
Fopington, and the Bride -2r00m, and 
the Bride, and the Juſtice, and the 
Matchmaker, and the Nur/e,and the 
Parſon at the rear of em, are the 
Interior Perlons of the Play (1 
mcan 
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mean as to their buſineſs) and 
what they do, is more to divert 
the Audience, by ſomerhing par- 
ricular and whimbcal in their Hu- 
mours, than to inſtru 'em in any 
thing that may be drawn from 
their Morals ; though ſeveral uſe- 
tul things may in paſling be picket 
up from 'em too. 

This is as diſtin fromthe main 
intention of the Play, as the buſt- 
neſs of Gomex, is in the Spaniſh Fryar. 
[ ſhan't here enter into the Conteſt, 
whether it be right to have two & 
[tint Dchgas in one Play; Ill on» 
ly ſay, I think when there are fo, 
it they are both entertaining, then 
ris right; if they are not, tis 
wrong. Bur the Diſpute here is, 
Where lies the principal buſineſs in 
the Rel apſe | ? Mr. Colher decides it 
roundly for the Wedding-houſe, 
becauſe there's beſt Chear z his Pa- 
tron, Sir Tunbelly, has got a good 

Vemion- 
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Veniſon-Paſty for him, and ſuch 
a Tankard of Ale, as has made 
him quite forget che Moral Refle- 
fions he ſhoud have made upon 
the Diſorders that are flipe into 
Loveleſs's Houle, by his being roo 
__ in his own ſtrength, and 
orgertting , that Lead us not mto 
Temptation , is a Petition in our 
Prayers, which was thought hr to 
be racktto that for our daily Bread. 

And here my Delign was ſuch, 
| little thought it wou'd ever have 
been Ridicul d by a Clergyman. 
"Twas in few words this. 

[ obſerv'd in a Play, call'd Love's 
laſt Shift, or the Fool in Faſhion, a 
Debauche pay ſo dear for his Lewd- 
nels, and his Folly, as from a plen- 
tiful Fortune, and a Creditable E- 
ſtabliſhment in the World , "ro be 
reducd by his Extravagance to 
want even the Common Supports 
of Lite. 

E In 
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[n this Diſtrels, Providence (| 
ask Mr. Colker's pardon for uſing 
the word) by an unexpected turn 
in his tavour, reſtores hum to Peace 
and Plenty : And there is thar in 
the manner of doing ir,and the In- 
ſtrument that brings it to pals, as 
muſt neceſlarily give him | moſt 
ſenſible View, both of his Miſery 
paſt, from the Looſenels of his 
Lite ; and his Happineſs to come, 
in the Reform of ir. In the cloſe 
of the Play , he's left chroughly 
convinc'd i= muſt therefore be 
done, and as fully derermin'd to 
do it. 

For my part, I chought him fo 
undiſputably in the right z and he 
appear'd ro me to be got into fo 
agreeable a Tract of Life, thar | 
otren took a pleaſure to indulge a 
muling Fancy , and ſuppole my 
lelt in his place. The Happineſs [ 
law him poſleſt of, I lookt upon as 
a Jewel 
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a Jewel of a very great worth, 
which naturally lead me to the 
fear of loſing it ; I therefore con- 
ſider'd by what Enemies 'twas moſt 
likely to be atrack'd, and that dire- 
Red me in the Plan of the Works 
that were molt probable to defend 
it, I ſaw but one danger in Soli- 
rude and Retirement , and I ſaw 
a thouland in the buſtle of the 
World ; I therefore in a mo- 
ment determin'd for the Countrey, 
and ſuppos'd Lovelace and Amanda 
gone our of Town, 


I found theſe Reflefions of 
ſome ſervice ro my felt, and lo 
(being drawn into the folly of wri- 
ting a Play) I relolvd the Town 
ſhou'd ſhare 'em with me. Bur it 
ſeems they are fo little ro Mr. Col- 
liers Taſte , hell neither cat che 
Meat himſelf, nor lay Grace to for 
any body elſe, I'll try however it 

E 2 the 
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the following Account will recom- 
mend it to him, 

Loveleſs and his Wite appear in 
the ſtart of the Pay, happy 1n their 
Retirement, and in all Human 
Proſpect, likely to continue fo, if 
they continue where they are. As 
for Amanda, ſhe's {o leas'd with 
her Solitude , ſhe dehires never to 
leave it; and the Adventures that 
happen upon her being forcd to it, 
may caution a Husband (it he 
pleaſes) againſt being lo very im- 
portunate to bring his Wite (how 
vertuous ſoever) into the way of 
Miſchief, when ſhe her felt is con- 
tent to keep our of it. 

Loveleſs, He's io thoroughly 
weand trom the taſte ot his De- 
bauches, he has not a thought to- 
ward the Stage where they usd to 
be acted. Tis Buſincls, nor Plea- 
ture, brings him thither again , 
nd mis Wite cant perluade him 

there $ 
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there's the leaſt danger of a Re- 
lapſe ; Hes proud to think on 
what a Rock his Reformation is 
buile, and reſolves She her felt 
ſhall be a Wirnels, Thar though 
the Winds blow, and the Billows 
roar, yet nothing can prevail a- 
oainſt it, 

To Town in ſhort they come, 
and Temptations fer at deh- 
ance. Lead mus not mto it, 15 a 
Requeſt he has no farther occa- 
fon for. The firſt place he tries 
his Strength, is where he usd to 
be the moſt fſenhible of his Weak- 
nels. 

He cou'd reſiſt no Woman 
heretofore ; He'll now ſhew he 
can ſtand a Batralion of 'em; lo 
to the Play-houle he goes, and 
with a fraule of contempr looks 
cooly iro the Boxes. Bur Be- 
rinthia is there to chaſtiſe his Pre- 
ſumption : He diſcovers her Beau- 
E 3 ty, 
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ty, bur deſpiles her Charms ; and 
is fond of himſelf, that ſo un- 
mov'd he can conſider 'em. He 
finds a Pleaſure indeed, in view- 
ing the Curioſity , but tis only * 
ro contemplate the Skill of the 
Contriver. As for Delire, he's 
ſatisty'd he has none ; let the 
Symptoms be what they will, he's 
free from the Diſcale ; he may 
gaze upon the Lady till he grows 
a Statue in the —— Any bur he's 
ſure he's in love with none bur his 
Wife. Home he comes, and gives 
her an account of what he had lcen; 
ſhe's alarm'd at the Story , and 
looks back to her Retirement : He 
blames her Suſpicion, and all's 
filene again. When Fate ( here's 
Blaſphemy again ) ſo diſpoles 
things, that the Temptations 
brought home to his Door, and 
his Wife has the misfortune to in- 
vite it into her Houſe. In ſhort; 
Bermthia 
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Berinthia becomes one of the Fa- 
mily : She's Beautiful in her Per- 
ſon, Gay in her Temper , Co- 
quet in her Behaviour, and Warm 
in her Deſires. In a word, The 
Battery is ſo near, theres no 
ſtanding the Shor , Conſtancy's 
beaten down ; the Breach 1s 
made, Reſolution gives ground, 
and the Town s taken. 


This 1 defignd for a natural 
Inſtance of the Frailty of Man- 
kind, even in his moſt ftixe Deter- 
minations; and for a mark u 
on the dete& of the moſt Ready 
Reſolve, without that necellary 
Guard, of keeping out of Tem- 
ptation. Bur I had ſtill a farther 
end in Loveleſs's Relapſe, and in» 
deed much the ſame with that in 
the Provokd Wife, though in dit- 
ferent kind of Characters; theſe 
latrer being a lictle more rehin'd, 
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which places the Moral in a more 
reaſonable, and I think a more 
agreeable View. There; The Pro- 
vocation is from a Brute , and 
by conſequence cannot be ſup- 
pos'd ro ſting a Woman 1o 
much, as if it had come from a 
more Reaſonable Creature 5 the 
Lady therefore that gives hee ſelf 
aLooſe upon 1t,cou d not naturally 
be repreſented the beſt of her Sex. 
Virtuous ( upon ſome ground or 
other ) there was a Neceſlity of 
making her; bur it appears by a 

Strain of Levity that runs through 
her Diſcourle , ſhe ow'd it more 
to Form, or Apprehenſ 10Nn, Or at 
beſt to "oe few Notions of Gra- 
titude ro her Husband, for takin 

her with an Interior Fortune, than 
to any Principle of Religion, or 
an extraordinary Modeſty. "Twas 
therefore not extremely to be won- 
dred at , that when her Husband 
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made her Houſe uncaly to her at 
home , ſhe ſhoud be prevail'd 
with to accept of ſome Diverſi- 
ons abroad. However, fince ſhe 
was Regular while he was kind, 
the Fable may be a uſeful Admo- 
nition to Men who have Wives, 
and woud keep 'em to them- 
ſelves, not to build their Security 
ſo entirely upon their Ladies Prin- 
ciples, as to venture to pull from 
under her all che Political Props 
oft her Virtue. 

Bur in the Adventures of Love- 
leſs and Amanda, the Caution is 
carrid farther. Here's a Woman 
whole Virtue is raisd upon the ut- 
molt Seren of Foundation : 
Religion,Modeſty, and Love, de- 
fend it. Ir looks fo Sacred, one 
wou'd think no Mortal durſt ap- 
proach itz and feems ſo fix'd, one 
woud believe no Engine cou'd 
ſhake it ; Yer loolen one Stone, 
| che 
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the Weather works in, and the 
Structure molders apace to decay. 
She diſcovers her Husband's return 
to his Inconſtancy. The unſteadi- 
neſs of his Love gives her a Con- 
rempt of his Perſon; and what 
leſſens her Opinion , declines her 
Inclination. As her Paſſion for 
him is abated, char againſt him's 
inflam'd; andas her Anger increa- 
ſes, her Reaſon's contusd : Her 
Judgment in diſorder, her Religi- 
on's unhingd ; and that Fence 
being broken, ſhe lies widely ex- 
pos'd : Worthy's too ſenſible of the 
Advantage, to ler {lip the Occaſt- 
on: He has Intelligence of the 
Vacancy, and puts in forthe Place. 

Poor Amanda's perſuaded he's 
only ro be her Friend, and that all 
he asks, isto be admitted as a Come 
forter in her AﬀMictions. Burt when 
People are fick, they are fo fond of 
a Cordial, chat when they ger itto 
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their Noſe, they are aptto take too 
much ont. 

She finds in his Company ſuch 
a Relief to her Pain , the defires 
the Phyſician may bealways inher 
ſight. She grows pleas'd with his 
Perſon as well as his Advice, yer 
ſhe's ſure he can never pur ou 
Virtue in Danger. Burſhe might 
have 007004 her Husband 
was once of the ſame Opinion ; 
and have taken warning from him, 
as the Audience, I intended, ſhou'd 
do from 'em both. 

This was the Deſign of the 
Play ; which I chink is ſomething 
of ſo much greater Importance 
than Towng Faſhion's marrying Mils 
Hoyden, that if I had call'd it the 
Younger Brother, or the Fortunate 
Cheat, inſtead of the Relapſe, or 
Virtue in danger, I had been uſt as 
much in the wrong, as Mr. Collier 
1s NOW, 

His 
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His reaſon, I remember, why 
Loveleſs can't be reckon'd a Prin- 
cipal Part, is, Becauſe he ſinks in 
the Fourth Act. Bur I can tell 
him, If the Play had funk in the 
Fourth Actrcoo, it had been better 
than 'tis, by juſt Twenty per Cent. 
However, tho' Loveleſs's Afﬀair is 
brought abour in the Fourth Act, 
Amanda's laſt Adventure is towards 
the End of the Firth. Bur this is 
only a Cavil from the Formality 
of the Criticks ; which is always 
well broken into, it the Diverſion's 
increasd by't, and Nature not 
rurn'd Top-ſide-turvy. If there- 
fore nothing but the Cricicks ( 1 
mean fuch as Mr. Coller ) find 
themſelves ſhock'd by the Difor- 
ders of this Play , I think I need 
trouble my felt as line to juſtify 
what's paſt, as I awn I ſhoud to 
mend 1t, in any thing wo come'; 
had I thoughts of medling any 
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more with che Stage. Bur to 
draw to an End. 

[ have reſerv'd for the Cloſe of 
this Paper , one Obſervation ( a 
home one 1 think ) upon the Un- 
fair Dealing of this Reverend 
Gentleman ; which ſhews at once 
the Rancor of his Venom , the 
Stretch of his Injuſtice, and by a 
Moral Conſequence, | chink, che 
Extremity of his Folly : For lure 
there cannot be a greater, than tor 
a Man of his Coat, at the very 
Inſtant he's declaiming againſt the 
Crimes of the Age, to - him- 
ſelf ſo open, to be hit in the moſt 
Immora Blot of Lite, which that 
of Slander undiſputably is. 

ToExplain. I beg the Readur 
will beſtow one Moments RefleCti- 
on upon the Pains he has taken to 
make Young Faſhion and his Afﬀair 
pals for the Principal Concern of 
the Comedy ; which he only has 
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done, in hopes to fink the uſeful 
Moral of the Play, which he 
knew lay in rother part of it, 
and woud unavoidably have ap- 

ard in Judgment againſt his Re- 
Reftions upon the whole, if he 
had not taken this way to ſtifle the 
Evidence : He therefore carrics on 
the Impoſture to that degree , as 
at laſt ro (Jubber over the Conclu- 
ſive Scene berween Worthy and 
Amanda, as it there were no Mean- 
ing of Importance in it. Nay, 
his Rage is ſo great ( to find the 
Stamp of Immorality he wou'd 
fain have fix'd upon this Play, fo 
cleanly waſh'd off by the Cloſe 
of this Scene) that he cares nor 
what Folly he commits: And 
therefore in his Heats, rather than 
commend it for the Alarm it gives 
to Lewdnels, by Worthy's RefleCti- 
ons upon Amanda's Refuſal ; he 
turns him into Ridicule for an 
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Iaſipid Platonick: By which we 
may gueſs, had he been in the 
Fine Gentleman s Place, the Lad 
wou'd not have ſcap'd as ſhe tid. 
Ill repeat Worthy's Words, with 
the Doctor's ule of 'em, and fo 
have done. 

Sure there s Divinity ahout her, Relapſe, 
and ſh as diſpenc d ſome Portion on't ®* "© 
to me : For what but now was the 
Wild Flame of Love, or ( to diſſe#t 
that ſpecions Term ) the vile, the grofs 
Deſires of Fleſh and Blood , 1s im a 
Moment turnd to Adoration : T be 
courſer Appetite of Nature's gone, 
and tis methinks the Food of Angels 
I require. How long this Influence 
may laſt, Heaven knows : But m 
this Moment of my Purity, I cou'd 
on ber Own Terms accept ber 
FHleart. Tes, Lovely Woman, I can 
accept it, for now tis doubly worth my 
Care : Tour Charms are much increas 4 
fince thus adorn d: When Truth's ex- 

torted 
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torted from us, then we own the Robe 
of Virtue is a Graceful Habit. 


Coud Women but our ſecret Councils 
hem, 

Cou'd they but reach the deep Reſerves 
of Man ; 

They'd wear it on, that that of Love 
might laſt : 

For when they throw off one, we ſoon 
the other caſt. 

T heir Sympathy is ſuch---<- 

T he Fate of one, the other ſcarce can 


ft, 
T hey live together, and together dye. 


This Reflection Worthy makes 
to himlelt, upon Amanda's having 
Virtue enou bt refiſt him, when 
he plainly ſaw ſhe lay under a 

reſſing 'Tempration. 

F Now when 'ris conſider d, That 
upon the Stage the Perſon who 
ſpeaks in a Soliloquy is always 
lupposd 
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ſupposd to deliver his real 
Thoughts to the Audience : I 
think i muſt be granted, there 
never was a homer Check given 
to the Lewdnels of Women in any 
Play whatſoever. For what in 
Nature can touch em nearer, than 
to ſee a man, afrer all the Pains he 
has taken, and the Eager Argu- 
ments he has usd, lay open his 
Heart, and frankly confeſs , had 
he gain'd his Miſtreſs, ſhe had loſt 
her Gallanr. 

This I choughe was a Turn fo 
lictle ſuired ro Comedy , that I 
confeſs I was afraid the Rigor of 
the Moral wou'd have damn'd the 
Play. But it ſeems every body 
coud reliſh ic bur a Clergyman. 
Mr. Coller's Words are thele : 

Amanda continues obſtinate, and 
is not in the uſual Humour of the 
Stage : Upon this , like a well-bred 
Lover be ſeizes her by force, aid 
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threatens to kall be : ( By the way, 
this Purblind Divine mught have 
feen 'rwas hirnſelt, not his Miſkrels, 
he threatned. ) In this Rencoonter 
the Lady proves too nunble, and flips 
through bis Fingers. Wpor this Dife 
appointment be cries , Theres Di. 
vinity about her , " and ſhe has 
ditpens d lome Portion ont tome. 
His Paſſion ts metamarphor d nm the 
turn of a hand : He's refrad mite 4 
Platonick Adlmirer, and goes off ar 
like a Town-Spark as you. wan d wifh. 
And ſa much for the Peet s Fine Gen- 
tleman. 

The World may {ce by this, 
what a Contempe the Dadkor has 
for a Spark thag cam raake no het 
ter ule of his Mifteels, hamioagy 
mire her for hes Vietwe. This 
methinks is loroctlung [a very Ex- 
craordinary in 4 Cleargymasn, then 
| almoſt fancy whens He: and 1: ace: 
fait; _— in our Gaaves, thett _ 
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ſhall read what we both have pro- 
duc'd, will be apt to =_ 2" 
there's a Miſtake in the Tradition 
about the Authors; and that twas 
the Reforming Divine writ the 
Play, and the Scandalous Poer 
the Remarks uponr. 
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